The present study aims at investigating the effect of Brown episodic model on developing Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammatical competence. To 
Introduction
For more many decades now, researches in English language teaching have identified the four skills-receptive skills-reading and listening, and productive skills-speaking and writing. It is said that EFL curricula and textbooks tend to focus on one or two of the four skills. Despite of treating the four skills in separate segments of a curriculum, there is a recent trend toward skill integration. All these skills are equally important, teachers should try to incorporate all of them into their lessons if they want to have a balanced approach and effective teaching and learning environment. We, as teachers or learners, may focus more on one particular skill but still bring others in to create an" integrated "skills lesson. The integration of the four speaking skills is necessary to master English as a foreign language. It is considered a new trend in teaching English.
The English language outcomes are organized into four skills of language use. English language teaching has a recent trend toward skill integration. Crystal (2003) stated that foreign language teaching has changed from concentrating on the language components such as; grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation to a focus on the communicative proficiency and the integration of four skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. English language teaching process emphasizes the significance of communication in both the competence and the performance of the learners s' receptive as well as productive skills and in receptive as well as productive skills. Therefore, any English curriculum should be built adopting the communicative competence of the learners. The materials have approached these skills in an integrated way in terms of the tasks and activities for both learners and teachers. The following question could be raised concerning this issue. How can we maintain an integrated skills focus in our teaching? Brown (2000) stated the following models, which pull the direct attention of EFL students away from the separateness of the skills of languages and toward the meaningful purpose for which we use language. The first of the five models of integrated skills approach is Content-Based Instruction. It integrates the learning of some specific subject matter content with the learning of a second language.
Learners expand their vocabulary and grammatical competence when they are presented through episodically organized texts, because using dialogue process relies on both verbal and non-verbal communication that teachers can use visual aids such as flash cards, pictures, body language… etc. Many researchers assert on the idea that using dialogue and storytelling expand students' range of vocabularies and provide an encouraging framework for vocabulary learning. (Cooper, Collins, & Saxby, 1992; Elley, 1989) . In term of grammatical competence, episodic text through dialogue had served as a stepping-stone to the learning of grammatical and syntactic features. Using dialogue may help students make immediate application of grammatical concepts. Brown (2000) stated that grammar is contextualized in meaningful language use and communicative context. Consequently, grammar and vocabulary concepts should be given a lot of attention and concern to help the learners to improve their language competence inside the classroom and outside it. Students' lack of opportunities to communicate in English may be one of the obstacles that stand against the students' progress in learning English skills and grammatical features. Therefore, teachers are the key agents and figures that determine the students' success to learn English as a foreign language. Teachers can facilitate learning the vocabularies and grammar features when they use many meaningful and purposefully activities and strategies.
Literature Review
In his instructional approach of contextualized storytelling, Cary (1998) tried to improve ESL learners' English acquisition in the U.S. The researcher used contextualized storytelling which is a multi-sensory approach; it relies upon both verbal and non-verbal communication in the story-telling process. This process uses visual aids, heavy props, proper prosodic delivery, rich body language and concrete referents for vocabulary. This (story-telling process) is different from traditional story where a folk art highlights the verbal performance of storytellers. Cary revealed that there are positive effects of this approach on improving speaking comprehension and retention of oral narratives by the ESL learners. Dabbagh (2017) tried to evaluate the effect of dialogue journal writing on writing performance as well as its different sub-components, namely content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. He selected 84 EFL intermediate learners as participants in this study. They were selected according to their performance on Oxford Quick Placement Test (2004) and divided randomly into experimental and control groups. To answer the questions of the study, the researchers used an achievement writing comprehension test as a pre-test and a posttest to the experimental and the control groups with some modification related to the methodology each group was taught accordingly. The learners in the control group took part in descriptive writing pre and post-tests only, while the learners in the experimental group were asked to write 3 journals a week for about 6 months in the period between the pre-and post-tests. The results revealed that there are significant difference between the experimental and control group regarding the overall writing performance. Foroutan, et al Noordin, and Hamzah (2013a) investigated the effect of email dialogue journal writing in enhancing writing performance. The participants were divided into experimental and control group. While the control group was asked to write a paper and pencil version of writing, the experimental one was asked to write an email dialogue journal writing. The results revealed that the learners in the experimental performed better not only in overall writing but also the language use aspect than those in the control one. Ahmadian, et al (2014) investigated the effect of collaborative dialogue on vocabulary acquisition and retention of EFL learners. For that purpose, 64Iranian lower intermediate EFL learners were selected as the participants of the study. Oxford Placement Test. had confirmed them that they were homogeneous. They were divided into two collaborative and individual groups. The researchers developed six tasks then implemented at three stages of pre-task, during-task, and post-task. Vocabulary test in three occasions is constructed to compare the groups' performance and assess the students` comprehension. To achieve the purpose of the study, the scores of two groups were compared at the end of instruction period. The results revealed that the collaborative technique had significantly immediate and delayed effects on vocabulary acquisition and retention of the collaborative group. Based on the notion of Swains' collaborative dialogue (2005), Barbadian and Moezzy (2011) investigated the vocabulary acquisition. The participants of this research were 60 intermediate EFL learners. They were divided into control and experimental group. The participants taught a list of 30 words but in two different ways. While the participants in the experimental group were engaged in three tasks, the control one was given defining and memorizing the vocabularies tasks. For the purpose of the study, the scores of pre and post tests of control and experimental group were compared at the end of instruction period.
The results revealed that the post-test scores of the experimental group were significantly higher than those of the control group. This means that the participants in the experimental group showed a significant improvement in vocabulary acquisition. investigated the effect of dialog journal writing on learners' development grammar. The sample of the study consisted of 68 students who were randomly chosen from Golestan University, Iran. The participants were assigned into two groups, the experimental group and the control group. The learners in the experimental group were instructed to write a journal every session, overall twelve journal entries during the treatment, while the control group did not receive any treatment. To answer the questions of the study, a test is used as a pre-test and a post-test to both; the experimental and the control group with some modification related to the way of treatment each group is taught accordingly. The findings revealed that journal writing had a significant positive effect on students' grammar knowledge and enhanced their confidence in writing. examined the effect of dialog journal writing on Iranian EFL learners' vocabulary knowledge. They chose 46 EFL participants to participate in that study. They were divided into control group and experimental one. They had been confirmed that they were homogeneous group by a proficiency test and then pretested by a vocabulary test. To answer the questions of the study, the participants in the experimental group were asked to write dialog journals twice a week for twenty sessions. They wrote one at home and the other in the classroom. While the learners in other group receive a placebo. The results revealed that dialog journal writing had a significant effect on EFL learners' vocabulary knowledge, improved writing quality and fluency, reduced anxiety of writing, organized class activities and built community in the classroom. Adam, M (2013) tried to enhance EFL Learners' competence through short stories. In order to answer the questions of the study, the researcher used a questionnaire to collect the data and Achievement Test Reports. Eighty undergraduate students and with the assistance of ten English language teachers in four colleges participated in this study. The participants in the experimental group were taught the syllabus components for the semester directly or otherwise using the short story. The control group were taught using the prevalent pedagogy. The results revealed that the contextualized storytelling was found to be an effective intervention in reading comprehension for both proficient and less proficient students; and the less proficient students seemed to profit more from this approach. Aziz & Magdalena (2016) investigated the opinions of scholars toward using dialogue journals to improve their writing skills of young learners. This study was conducted in the form of library research. To meet the aims of the study, the researchers analyzed various written resources such as relevant textbooks, online documents, journal articles, etc. The results show that the use of dialogue journals has improved the writing skills of young learners especially in terms of vocabulary and grammar.
Purpose and Questions of the Study
The main purpose of this study was to examine the effect of episodic texts on developing Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammatical competence. To be more specific, the study aimed to answer the following main questions: 1-Is there any significant difference in the Saudi EFL students 'vocabulary competence between the control group and the experimental group due to Brown's episodic model? 2-Is there any significant difference in the Saudi EFL students' grammar competence between the control group and the experimental group due to Brown's episodic model?
Statement of the Problem
Mastering grammar as well as vocabulary is considered nowadays one of the basic requirements for EFL learners to learn English. The majority of the Arab students move from one academic stage into another with a shortage in the vocabulary store, which leads to a lot of learning difficulties. This fact stands against achieving any academic progress in their present as well as future academic progress. This fact reflects the students' bad and poor results when they are set to do some reading comprehension tests. Moreover, the lack of the students' vocabulary bank creates a lot of difficulties when they are asked to deal with some reading comprehensions. Vocabulary should be given a lot of attention because if the learner learns the structure and not the content, then he/she is expected to produce a meaningless utterance (Johnson 1977, p.1) . Another problem is the fact that many students face a lot of grammar difficulties .The researchers believe that the shortage of learners' grammar knowledge results in bad unacceptable conversations especially when they are set for making interviews to get a job.
It is said that the recognition of vocabulary as well as the knowledge of each part of speech are necessary objectives for language learning (Celce-Murcia and Rosensweig 1979). According to Al Regeb (2009) who confirmed that the school students face many difficulties when they start reading different texts. This could be explained that the lack of students' store of vocabulary is the main reason behind that. Celce-Murcia and Rosenstein (1979) stated that vocabulary as well as grammar are necessary for students' development for both native and non-native speakers. It is expected that students who have a good number of vocabulary and a good knowledge of grammar are better learning achievers than those who do not. The researchers believe that this situation is close to the nature of Saudi students in the schools and colleges. The problem becomes big when the teachers as well as students do not care about the importance of vocabulary and grammar in the learning process as vocabulary is considered crucial in the process of comprehending texts. Wilkins (1972, p.111) stated, "Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed". It means that it will be useless if the learners have good grammar but they do not know many vocabularies This situation should encourage teachers to use some effective models that help in improving and developing students' vocabulary and grammar abilities. It is expected that using Brown's episodic model may help in improving students' grammar and vocabulary in the basic stage as it helps in promoting the integration of English language skills.
Significance and Limitations of the Study
Since vocabulary and grammar are considered vital skills for learning to read, speak and write, the results of this study could be very helpful to the learners and EFL teachers as they give a clear picture on the importance of using episodic texts on developing the students' vocabulary and grammatical competence. The findings also may have a positive impact on improving the quality of linguistic proficiency through implementing the explicit instruction of using episodic model, because using episodic model make students active in the reading and writing process. In addition, the recommendations of this study open venues for further research on the importance of such hypothesis in developing the Saudi students' English skills to enhance and improve teaching pedagogy and learning conditions in Saudi Arabia.
The generalization of the results of this study is limited due to the following factors:
1-The study is limited in number and gender. Only 30 EFL Saudi male students participated in the study from each section. Each section consisted of about 55 students. The sample was chosen purposefully to achieve the purpose of the study. 2-The study is limited in the number of the reading comprehension passages that were chosen to achieve the goal of the study. Only three reading passages were chosen out of 10 reading passages. These three passages were chosen purposefully because the researchers felt that they were able to achieve the aims of the study.
Methodology and Scope of the Study

Design of the Study
The present study adopted the experimental design since one experimental group and one control group were selected purposefully. This section also presents the methodology of the study. It includes the participants of the study, research instruments, procedures, statistical analysis, data collection and data analysis procedures.
The Participants of the Study
The participants in this study consist of two sections of students who are studying New Headway Plus in their first semester at the new academic year 2017/2018 at the University college of Taymaa. The total number of the participants in this study was 30 EFL learners.30 learners in the control group and the same number in the experimental group. All of them are male EFL learners whose specialization in the college is Islamic Studies. Their age ranged from 18 to 19 years old who have just completed their secondary certificate and enjoyed the university. The participant is scheduled to attend the course five times a week. Each meeting lasts for an hour for each group as they take the course in two different times. The participants are randomly assigned into a control group as well as an experimental group. The control group was taught in a traditional way and as it was described in the student's book whereas the experimental group was taught according to Brown's model (2000) which is called the episodic model that is based mainly on teaching deepening on different teaching techniques such as using the dialogue, stories, and episode completion.
Research Instrument
In order to achieve the study objectives, the researchers used the following: 1-An achievement vocabulary test (Appendix A) which is to be used as a pre-test to both; the experimental and the control group. The vocabulary test consists of space completion questions.27 words were chosen carefully from the three passages that were chosen to be the subjects of the study. 2-An achievement grammar test (Appendix B) which is to be used as a post-test to both; the experimental and the control group with some modification related to the ways each group is taught accordingly. The grammar test consists of different types of questions such as a multiple-choice question, word correction and written response questions.25 grammar questions were used in the grammar test that was provided to the participants in both groups; the experimental and the control groups. The total number of the items that were used in the vocabulary and the grammar test was 52 items.
Procedures
Three texts, from New Headway Plus, which was published by John and Liz Soars, "The Secret Millionaire", "What's on your plate?" and "Past, Present and Future "were chosen to apply the study. These three texts were chosen as the researchers felt that they were the appropriate texts that could be changed them into dialogues and suit the purpose of the study, which was based on using Brown's episodic model in the teaching process for the experimental group only. The researchers kept the same characters and similar settings. Achievement vocabulary and grammar comprehension tests are used as pre-tests to both; the experimental and the control group. To guarantee the homogeneity of the groups, a multiple-choice and written response questions test of 25 questions are constructed to assess the students` comprehension of vocabulary and grammar. These questions cover a range of objectives in the area of reading comprehension including; identifying the main idea, analyzing characters, summarizing the text, comprehend the details and making inferences. It could be seen the homogeneity between the two groups according to the average scores of them. Depending on the participants' answers to pretest items; the researchers extract a list of those vocabularies and words that are unfamiliar to them. They also noticed how grammatical competence they have. All of the three reading texts were taught to both control and experimental groups. In the next step, and in order to instruct learners effectively to employ episodic texts, reading texts are changed into dialogue forms and they well illustrated with pictures that explain the words and grammatical features. While the experimental group taught the texts through dialogue, the same texts were taught to the control one through the traditional methods, which were based on using mother tongue language or translation. This study has been conducted for a period of one month (4weeks) in an environment where learners received English class for two hours each week. After that and in order to show the effect of these two different methods of instructions on the learners' vocabulary and grammatical comprehension development, the test scores of the two groups were compared as posttest obtained after the treatment. Then the data were analyzed using SPSS software. The procedures, that the two researchers adopted to form both the vocabulary and the grammar tests, were the following:
Variables of the Study
The study includes the following variables: 1. The independent variable was the teaching strategy (the Brown's episodic model, and the conventional way of teaching). 2.The dependent variables were the participants' mean scores in the vocabulary and the grammar tests. 6.6. Data collection To collect the data in the study, quantitative techniques were used to analyze the data obtained from the vocabulary and the grammar tests.
Results and Discussion
To examine the effect of episodic texts on developing Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammatical competence, the researchers tried to see if there is any significant difference in the Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammar competence between the control group and the experimental group due to the episodic model. The homogeneity of the control and experimental group was examined by analyzing their scores in the pre-test.
The researchers used the independent samples T-Test to analyze the possible variances in grammar and vocabulary comprehension between the two groups. Table 1 presents the means and standard deviations obtained by the experimental group and the control group on vocabulary pre-test. Table one shows that the control and the experimental groups were homogenous in terms of vocabulary knowledge test at the beginning of treatment and instructional tasks since the results revealed that there are not any significant differences (t=-.242; p>.05) between the mean scores of the students in the two groups. Subsequently, the experimental group taught the texts through dialogue, while the same texts were taught to the control one through the traditional methods, which based on using mother tongue language or translation. Table 2 below presents the means and the standard deviations obtained by the experimental group and the control group on grammar pre-test. Table ( 2) shows that there are not any significant differences (t=-0.138; p>.05) between the mean scores of the students in the two groups .This means that the two groups were homogeneous in terms of grammatical competence level before the beginning of the experiment and the treatment . The grammar constructions in the dialogues handed out to the experimental group, while the other group did not receive any treatment or take part in this phase of experiment. In order to examine the effect of episodic texts on developing Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammatical competence, both groups were administered vocabulary and grammar post-test at the end of the treatment process (see Table 3 ). Table 3 shows that there is an observed difference between the two means of the students' achievement in the vocabulary post-test due to the received treatment. After the treatment, one can clearly notice that the mean score obtained by experimental group (6.83) is higher than the mean score obtained by control group (3.50).
ANOVA Table The table shows that there were differences between the mean scores of the students in both groups; experimental and control in the vocabulary post-test. To investigate the significance of the observed difference, ANOVA was used for the students' achievement in the posttest due to the teaching strategy. The results are presented in Table 4 . The table above shows that there are statistically significant differences ( f:13.104) at α=0.05 between the adjusted two means for the post students' achievement in the test due to the teaching strategy as indicated in Table  3 , in favor of the students in the experimental group who were taught using episodic texts compared with the students of the control group who were taught according to the traditional way of teaching. Given the information above, and after the experiment and the treatment ,one can clearly see that the mean score obtained by experimental group (8.40 ) is higher than the mean score obtained by control group (5.80).The table shows that there were differences between the mean scores of the students in both groups; control and experimental in the post-test. In other words, the experimental group outperformed the control group in the grammar post-test. Therefore, it can be claimed that the performance, and after the explicit instruction on using episodic texts, seemed to have contributed to improve the Saudi EFL students' grammatical competence. To investigate the significance of the observed difference, ANOVA was used for the students' achievement in the posttest due to the teaching strategy. The results are presented in Table 6 . The table shows that there are statistically significant differences at α=0.05 (f: 21.945) between the adjusted two means for the post students' achievement in the post grammar test due to the teaching strategy as indicated in table 6, in favor of the students in the experimental group who were taught using episodic texts compared with the students of the control group who were taught according to the traditional way of teaching. The progress that appeared among the scores of students' in the experimental group compared with the scores of the students in the control group was due to applying the episodic text in the study by changing the ordinary texts into dialogue ones. This fact is supported by Oller (1983b); Elley (1989) ; Cary (1998) ; Cooper, Collins, &Saxby (1992); and Brown (1994) who all agreed that changing the texts into dialogues could improve the students' performance in different language skills such as reading, writing, and speaking. The results of this study goes in complete harmony with other studies that were examined by other researchers such as Baradaran and Moezzy (2011), Rokni and , and Ahmadian, et al (2014) who all agreed that using the episodic texts in teaching vocabulary had a great effect in developing the students' vocabulary comprehension. The present study may differ from other studies that were conducted by other researchers as they measured the effect of the episodic text model in developing the students' writing skill (Foroutan, et al Noordin, and Hamzah (2013a) , Aziz and Magdalena (2016) Dabbagh (2017) . All these studies pointed out that using the episodic texts helped the researchers in developing their participants' writing skill. On the other hand, the study, which was conducted, by Marajan, and Adam (2013) tried to investigate the effect of the episodic texts on developing the learners' reading comprehension while the present study investigated the effect of the episodic texts in developing the Saudi EFL learners' grammar and vocabulary competence.
The results of this study as stated above confirmed the other researchers' studies that pointed out that using and applying the episodic texts to develop the EFL learners' linguistic competences have a positive effect in achieving that.
Conclusion
The main purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of episodic texts on developing Saudi EFL students' vocabulary and grammatical competence. The results of the study showed that using the episodic model in teaching vocabulary and grammar had a great effect on developing their vocabulary and grammatical competence, as the results of the vocabulary and grammar post-tests for the students showed that the students in the experimental group, who were taught according to the episodic texts, achieved better scores compared with the students' results in the control group, who were taught according to the traditional way of teaching. The results of the study pointed out that the achievement of the students in the experimental group was better than the results of the students in the control group due to the fact that involving students in dialoguers while teaching will certainly lead to a kind of progress in their vocabulary and grammatical competence instead of following the traditional way of teaching. Based on the results of the present study, the researchers recommended adopting the episodic model in teaching other English language skills such as writing and listening. Moreover, the researchers advised other researchers to investigate other models, which were suggested by Brown and Oller such as contentbased instruction model, theme-based instruction model, and experiential learning model to investigate their effects on improving and developing the students' competence in other language skills and for other educational levels. Finally, the researchers looked at adopting these models in teaching English, as a foreign language, as excellent useful methods in developing the EFL learners' competence.
